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Other specialized tasks may require footwear that has, for example,
conductive soles, insulated soles, or built-in metal toe caps. The laboratory
supervisor should recommend the use of such protection whenever
appropriate.

I.F.4   SAFETY EQUIPMENT

Safety and emergency equipment should be available in all laboratories.
The protection afforded by this equipment depends on its proper and
consistent use. Laboratory workers should realize that safety devices are
intended to help protect them from injury and should not avoid using such
devices when they are needed.

All laboratories in which chemicals are used should have available fire
extinguishers, safety showers, and eyewash fountains, as well as laboratory
hoods and laboratory sinks (which can be considered part of the safety
equipment of the laboratory); (see Section I.H.2 for a discussion of
laboratory hoods). Respiratory protection for emergency use should be
available nearby, along with fire alarms, emergency telephones, and
identified emergency telephone numbers.

In addition to these standard items, there may also be a need for other
protection. It is the responsibility of the laboratory supervisor to
recommend and provide supplementary safety equipment as needed. The
special precautions needed when dealing with DNA biological experiments
and with radioisotopes are not within the scope of this report; such
material can be found elsewhere [Guidelines for Research Involving
Recombinant DNA Molecules 45 Fed. Reg. 25,366-25,370 (1980) and U.S.
Nuclear Regulatory Commission Rules and Regulations, 10 CFR Chap.
1]-

FIRE SAFETY EQUIPMENT

Typical fire safety equipment in the laboratory includes a variety of fire
extinguishers and may include fire hoses, blankets, and automatic
extinguishing systems.

Fire Extinguishers

All chemical laboratories should be provided with carbon dioxide or dry
chemical fire extinguishers (or both). Other types of extinguishers should
be available if required by the work being done. The four types of
extinguishers most commonly used are classified by the type of fire (see
below) for which they are suitable.